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The new year still seems to be a long way off, but as we know, time flies. It’s only another ten
weeks until the 19th International Electronics Recycling Congress 2020 takes place from January
21 to 24, 2020! The conference will again be held in Salzburg.
An extensive congress program includes 25 specialist presentations, a podium discussion and,
last but not least, a top-class exhibition. The event also offers two plant tours as well as three
workshops in addition to plenty of excellent networking opportunities.
One of this year’s keynote speakers will be Surendra Borad Patawari. The internationally
renowned plastics recycling expert and businessman is the Chairman of Gemini Corporation NV in
Belgium. At the IERC 2020, Mr. Patawari will provide an overview of developments worldwide on
the plastics recycling market. A brief interview follows:
Mr. Patawari, plastics have been criticized worldwide for the marine pollution and
littering they cause. There are now many initiatives to stop using plastics. How worried
are you that one day you will run out of material?
Plastics are so much in use and in demand that we human beings cannot live without them for
even one hour. We wake up in the morning and the first thing we do is to look for our mobile
phones, which are made of plastic. We drive to the office in a car made of plastic and we start
working in our offices with desktop computers and laptops that are also made of plastic. In fact,
plastics impact the life of every person every day and everywhere. Without plastics, food waste
would increase. Without plastics, fuel costs would increase due to the heavier vehicles. Without
plastics, medical care would be very difficult if not impossible. In fact, we generate so much plastic
that every hour, waste equal to 2,000 trucks is created. We generate about 300 million tonnes of
plastics waste every year and sadly less than 20% of that amount is recycled. That’s why we are
surrounded by plastic.

In many cases, plastics manufacturers are beginning to pay more attention to
recyclability. Is this a general trend?

The plastic manufacturers will have no choice but to pay attention to recyclability. Otherwise, they
will have to pay the end-of-life costs. At the moment, it is not a general trend, but it will soon
become one. The plastics industry will be forced to do so under pressure and through the
persuasion of the public, the press and eventually the politicians. The problem is much bigger than
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we are being led to believe. Primary plastic production is increasing by more than three percent
per annum, but recycling is increasing by less than two percent. At this rate, there will be over 12
billion tonnes of plastic waste by the year 2050. Surely this is not the situation we want our next
generation to inherit from us.

In which fields of application do you see the best chances of success for recycled
plastics?

I see the increasing use of recycled plastics in packaging materials and products with short
duration. However, the quality of recycled plastics (PCR) still needs to improve substantially.
Although many brand owners have made commitments to use recycled plastics ranging from 20%
or more in the next five years, there are not enough recycled materials available to fulfill these
commitments. We will need over six million tonnes of good-quality PCR and currently, the
availability of this quantity looks difficult.

Should plastics that cannot be recycled simply be banned?

There should not be a blanket ban. If there is a legal ban, people will find ways to bypass it or
circumvent it. Instead, there must be an END-OF-LIFE TAX on materials that cannot be recycled.
Market forces will encourage a reduction in the use of such plastics. Funds from this tax can be
used to find solutions for these materials.
A disposal solution for non-recyclable plastics may soon be in sight. Numerous chemical
companies are involved in the chemical recycling of plastics. What chances of success do
you see for this process?
Mechanical recycling alone will not solve the challenge of plastics recycling. It needs to be
complemented with chemical recycling. However, most of the chemical recycling still consists of
pilot projects. They still need to begin commercial level production. I learned from the well-known
plastics consultancy company IHS and from the Zero Waste Association that chemical recycling is
still five to ten years away. However, there is a tremendous push to make a breakthrough. I hope
and believe that we will have a solution sooner than in five years’ time.
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electronics recycling sector. We look forward to welcoming you at this year’s industry meeting! For
all the details on the program and how to register, go to https://www.icm.ch/ierc-2020.
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